CherokeeiScout 




89 Sycamore St. 
P.O. Box 190 
Murphy, NC 28906 



Call: (828) 837-5122 
Fax: (828) 837-5832 
Internet: www.thecherokeescout.com 



Feb. 19.2013 

577 Regal St. 
Murphy, NC 28906 

To Sheriff Keilh Lovin: 

Under the N.C Public Records Law, G.S. 132-1, 1 am requesting a list of all Cherokee County residents 
who have applied for and/or have received a concealed carry permit. 

If there are any fees for searching or copying these records, please inform me. However, as a member of 
the news media, I also would like to request a waiver of all fees in that the disclosure of the requested informa- 
tion is in the public interest. This information is not being sought for commercial purposes. 

The law requires that you respond to and fulfill this request "as promptly as possible." If you expect a 
significant delay in responding to and fulfilling this request, please contact me with information about when I 
might expect copies or the ability to inspect the requested records by Friday, Feb. 22. 

if you deny any or all of this request, please cite each specific exemption you feel justifies the refusal to 
release the information and notify me of the appeal procedures available to me under the law. 



Thank you for considering my request. 




Sincerely, 



Robert Home 
Editor 

Cherokee Scout 




(828) 837-2589 
Vax (828) 837-6590 



Office of the Sheriff 

Cherokee County 

577 Regal Street 
Murphy. North Carolina 28906 



Detention Center 
(828) 837-2521 



Keith Lovin 



Joe Wood 



Keith Waikins 

Jail 
Administrator 



February 19, 2013 



Robert Home, Editor 
Cherokee Scout 
Murphy, NC 28906 



Dear Mr. Home: 



1 am in receipt of your February 19, 201 3 request. In reviewing N.C.G.S. 14-403 et- 
seq, there is nothing within the statute that makes the information contained therein, a 
public record. The mere fact that it is information gathered by this office, in and of 
itself is not enough. If you feel that there is statutory authority that entitles you to the 
lation requested, I am more t 
\ 



ITiank you. 




CherokeeiScout 




89SycamoreSt. fwffiPEfrB Cal|: (828) 837 ' 5122 

ro. box 190 *^^kZkfPf!r Fax: (828) 837-5832 

Murphy, NC 28906 x ^BVm^ »-' r Internet" 



Feb. 20. 2013 

577 Regal St. 
Murphy, NC 28906 



To Sheriff Keith Lovin: 

Under the N.C. Public Records Law, G.S. 132-1, 1 am once again requesting a list of ail Cherokee 
County residents who have applied for and/or have received a concealed carry permit. 

I have spoken with N.C. Press Association legal attorney Amanda Martin, and she has assured me that 
these records are public. The statute you cited - G.S. 14-403 - only gives the sheriff's office the authority to 
issue permits. I remind you that it is your responsibility to cite specific state exemptions as to why these are not 
public records. GS 14-403 does not indicate those records are confidential. 

If, as you claim, these records are confidential, why was it necessary to get the Cherokee County Com- 
mission to pass a resolution asking the N.C. Legislature to remove concealed carry permits from the public 
record? The Legislature was discussing removing these from public records before the county took up the issue. 
Until the Legislature makes its decision and the governor signs off on it, these records are still open. 

If there are any fees for searching or copying these records, please inform me. However, as a member of 
the news media, I also would like to request a waiver of all fees in that the disclosure of the requested informa- 
tion is in the public interest. This information is not being sought for commercial purposes. 

We respectfully urge you to follow ttie state's open records law and release this information, as neither 
of us wish to cost the taxpayers of Cherokee County money in a lawsuit. 

Thank you for reconsidering my request. 



Sincerely, 



Robert Home 
Editor 

Cherokee Scout 



CherokeeScout 




roSytdimireSL P^'t Call: 18281 837 - 5122 

Murphy, NC2tfMh (citernt-l: wwiv.diciukeo^et-uiUretm 

Feb .21,2013 

The readent have spoken, and ihc Cherokee Snua has heard yotl - loud and clear Thai's a good ihing. 
regardless iA the circumstances Wc are here la sene. and it we head down a road you don't agiec with, we ap- 
predate il when >ou lei us know 

That's what America is all about - an open discussion of issues, with various ideas given and Liken 
away, befojc a final decision U leached. We doihis lor ever) edition with uhal articles lo place on the front 
page and uhal "Our VicW* w ill be lhal week. 

We should hate expected Sheriff Keith Lovin's posting of his correspondence with bJiior Robert Home, 
because he knows he can't win in a court of luw hul wants lo win in ihc court of public opinion He also knows 
hc*s breaking ihc law because if ihc list wasn't open, he wouldn't have been pushing ihc slate Legislature 10 
close It He also knows that since there arc no criminal penalties in North Carolina's open records law, he has 
nothing to lose b) openh def)ing it. 

However, despite ihc fact that the Scout likely would win a lawsuit, wc have no intention of taking M to 
court That would only give law in more opportunity to grandstand about his alleged protection ol personal gun 
righls while taking aim al a V S Marine and veteran of Operation Desert Storm who instructed members ot ihc 
military on the tiring lange during his sen ice - a Marine who actually has been threatened today by near- hys- 
terical residents as a result of the sheriff's actions 

The truth is. as Home wrote in his column on Feb 20. we never had any desire nor intention to publish 
any names of any pcreon canning a concealed weapon. We did, however, want to sec why Lovin objected lo il 
bemg published He is Ihc person who grants such permits, and we're been told you have to have the right name 
or know the right person in order to get one. so we wanted lo take a l<x>k and see if that's true. 

We also thought it would be ivvcaling to shaic. lor example, how many residents in a specific area had 
gun permits II wc reported that. say. a large percentage of Tar Heel residents were packing, do you think crimi- 
nals would be anxious lo break into homes in lhal ncighborhtxxl? Wc think not 

Wc must be vigilant in maintaining the public's right to know Wc cannot giveaway our rights lo access 
public rccoids. It we do* soon there will be no way lo hold government officials accountable lor their actions, 
which w ill lead to that dyslopian future so nun) gun advocates dread 

That said, this matter is not a priority with the Scout We didn't want lo publish the names anyway, as 
Publisher David Brown wa»s adamanlly opposed to the New Wwk newspaper thai did. and wc have no interest in 
costing taxpayers money through a court txnilc Our readers have spoken, and wc always listen lo you We arc 
retracting our request, and Ihc matter is closed 

Sincerely. 



David Brown 
ftiblisher 
Cherokee Scout 



Robert Home 
fcditor 

Cherokee Scout 



CherokeeiScout 




89 Sycamore St 
P.O. Box 190 
Murphy, NC 28906 



Call: (828) 837-5122 
Fax:(828)837-5832 
Internet: www.cherokeescout.com 



Feb. 22,2013 

577 Regal St. 
Murphy, NC 28906 

To Sheriff Keith Lovin: 

On Feb. 19, we made a request under the N.C Public Records Law, G.S. 132- 1 for a list of all Cherokee 




Please consider this request officially dropped. 




Robert Home 
Editor 

Cherokee Scout 



I 



Cherokee Scout 




S9 Sycamore St 



Call: (828) 837-5122 
Fax: (828) 837-5832 
Cell: (828) 3614S09 



PO.Box 190 
Murphy, NC 28906 



Internet: www.ch erckeescout.com 



E-mail: abrcwn^ch ere keescout.com 



From the desk of Publisher David Brown 



Feb. 22. 2013 



NOTE TO READERS 



The Cherokee Seoul made a tremendous error in judgment this week, and thanks to our readers we 
learned a toush lesson. 

mm 

As publisher of your local newspaper, I want to apologize to everyone we unintentionally upset with our 
public records request for a list of those who have or have applied for a concealed carry permit. We had no idea 
the reaction it would cause. 

Sheriff Keith Lovin had die best interests of die people of Cherokee County at heart when he denied our 
request. TTie Scour would like to offer an apology to him as MB. 

To that end. Editor Robert Home spoke with Lovin on Friday morning to tell him we were withdrawing 
our public records request He asked for a written copy of that request, and Home dropped it off at his office 
that morning. 

While Home was on the phone with the sheriff, he also thanked him and his staff for their quick re- 
sponse when some people who saw the Facebookpost started making personal threats against him. Home also 
requested a sit-down meeting in the near furure to iron out the issues between the Scour and sheriff's office, 
which Lovin graciously accepted, 

I realize many people are upset with Home , myself and the Scour, and we can understand that. We never 
meant to offend die wonderful people of this fine community nor hurt the reputation of this new spaper- We do a 
lot of positive work that helps make Cherokee Counry an even better place to live , and I hope more good work 
will repair our reputation with readers. 

Many of you have asked where Home is from. He is from a small town in south Georgia - Cairo, Ga., to 
be exact. It is a rural area much like Murphy, and his roots are helping him better understand this community. 

As for myself, I attended Murphy High School, I was married and baptized here, and three of my chil- 
dren are proud Bulldogs. This county has been important to me for a long time. 

I know where this community is coming from, and I hope we can regain your trust. I know it may take a 
w hile, but we're going to try. Thanks for reading. 



Sincerely, 




Publisher David Brown 



